SEARCH & RESCUE DOGS

After the Building Fell Down

n a wooded hill on the out-
Os'k]rts of Tacoma, Wa., a

threesiory mental ward of
Western State Hospital was shattered
by a series of implosions. When the
dust settled, all that remained stand-
ing were end walls of the north,
south and west wings, a highly un-
stable section of the west wing with a
syepended “bridge” thal had been
part of the roof, and & third-story
room thai appezred o be hanging in
mid-air, Below was a jumble of ma
sonty and concrete that uged to be
wallz and ceilings,

Was anvone trapped in there
alive?

Early on the morning of August
26th, some 60 rescuers — doctors,
nurses and paramedics, firefighters,
mnd disaster dogs with their handlers
— gathered to pool their kills in the
search and rescue of possible survie
WS,

[t was only a drill, but veterans of
Mexsco City, Armenia, and other dis-
pabers agreed they'd never encoun-
fered anything =0 like a real disaster

in tramng before, [t was authentic
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A ot Iike the reqd thimg,” — whals e of the old ward butlding looms
helitnd rescuers as they gatker for g briefing. All photos by Judy Grakam,

down o the rats and the TV cameras.

This was the field exercise of Pa-
cific Rim Disaster Team's first Disas-
ter Training Conference, held August
24th through 27th in the Tacoma
area, It all started when PRDT chair
man Gary Furlong said one day,
"Wouldn't it be grreat il we could blow
up a bullding to use for search and
[EECTIE EXETCISEED

Pierce County Department of
Emergency Services director Bill
Lokey “saw the possibilities for real
improverment in disaster prepared-
ness if a building could be demol-
ished specifically for the purpose of
recreating the kind of damage a ma-
jor earthquake can cause,”

Expents from everywhere

Spectacular as 1t was, the col-
lapsed structure drill was only part of
the conference. Experts from-arcund
the country were recruited for the in-
structional staff, They included Bob

Keesecker, Ellery Gray and Art
Felier (LLS. Odfice of Foreign Disas-
ter Assistance), Chuck Mills {Ma-
tional Assn. for Search and Rescue),
Dir. Fred Krmgold (Vieginia Poly-
techinic Institute), Rick LaValla and
Skip Stoffel (Emergency Response
[nstitite), Michelas Jones and Eric
Noji, MD} (Juhns Hopkins Univer-
sityd, Ervin Martin (Alaska Division
of Emergency Services), Boger Solo-
mon, PhDd (Washington State Patrol),
Bill Lokey (Pierce County DES),
Bruce Bowler (SEADOGS), Judy
Bowler (Alaska Depl. of Transporta
fion and Puoblic Facilitiesy, Lee
Johnson, PhA, Lt Rudy Alvarado
(Redmond Fire Dept.), Jim Hone
{Santa Monica F.I0.), Bob Samuelson
{Long Beach F.IM), and Hatch Gra-
ham (California Bescue Dog Azsn)

Among the program offerings:
“Earthguakes ve. Structures,” “Exiri-
cation by Building Types.” “Protect-
ing Team Members in the Field,®
*Medical Aspects of Search and Res-



cue,” "0FDA and NASAR Callout:
Stamdards and Considerations,” “Or-
ganizing: The Key to a Successful
Team,” “How to Wark with Search
Diogs.” “Human Scent Transport in
Hubhle,” “Spouses: What's My Role
a5 4 Volunteer's Partnec?” and “Con-
vergence: [s There Such a Thng as
T Much Help?"

eoming from all over, There was even
someone from Chile. YVolunteer
search dogs were well represenied,
with teams from PAWS and
SEADOGS (Fairbanks and Juneau,
Ak, respectivelyd, German Shepherd
Search Dogs of Washington Stale,
CASCADE DOGS and California Res-
cue Dog Assn.

Fachel Velle of GSSD encourages “Tally” to purive a scent while Hatch
Cralam obseres. (This pholo by HBob Hoenig),

[Editor’s note- The last fweo will be

discussion topics on “Gerabda™ soom, |

hear.i

To demonstrate to firemen and
medical personnel what a disaster
dog's alert s all about, Ellery Gray
hid in an “alert hole™ (constructed
from two plastic barmels) @l dinner on
the cvening before the collapsed-
building drill. Judy Graham's Ger-
man Shepherd, “Roxy,” worked
through the crowded banguet room
until she hit the *buried” scent, then
proceaded fo try 1o dig the OFDA of-
fctal out of hiding, accompanied by
her jubilant barking,

The Disaster Training Confer-
ence drew emengency planners and
managers, firefighters, law enforce-
menl and medical personnel, seismic
experts, and dog handlers from up
and down the Wesl Coast, with some

"'Dh.-hif'
ey

With their nﬁed backgrounds,
these were the people who gathered
early on the moming of August 25th
under the shadow of what was beft of
the demalished ward building, and
thought “oh shit.™ It sure looked like
the real thing,

O course, comcessions had been
miade to safety for “vicims" and res-
cuers: After the former hospital dior-
mitory was blasted and battered
thovwm, mnd before the dill, heavw ros-
cue instructors had brought down
many tons of hanging rubble and
roped off sections that remained pre-
carious. Experts traimed (o evalugte
collapsed buildings had checked the
site. Spois for burying “victims" had
bt sedected with safecy o midmd.

Still, the word at briefing that



miorming was “wilk softly and look in
six directions before you take a step,”

“If | weigh 180 Ths. standing still,
1 dosubile my weight if 1 move gently,”
caufioned heavy rescue instructor
Bob Samuelzgen, “IL triples or quid-
ruples if | go khutzing around, Get a
dozen or so people on top of the
rubble, and you've added a remen-
dous koad o that unstable pile.”

For dog handiers, the yellow rib-
bons strung across the more danger-
ous arcas had specsl meaning. “You
mustn’t cross those tapes,” they were
tald. *You can send your dog in (o
gegrch those areas, so vou'dl better
be able to get your dog to go out and
gearch at a distance.” The area near

grate everybody into an effective
team. Each team would rotate
through five stations, including the
search and rescue drill, working
against the clock to get thekr assign-
ménts done before the whistle sig
naled tme to move to the nesd siae
tion.

Station A was an inroduction Lo
ghoring, or how to prop up tons of
unstable building so it doesn’t come
crashing down on your head. T e
cluded a tour of the sife and its hae
ards: Parl of a ceiling hanging by
three pieces of rebar; a wall attached
on only one side to the rest of the
Building, and supporting a fallen
floor,

After the former hospital dormitory was blasted and
battered down, and before the drill, heavy rescue
instructors had browght down many tons of
hanging rubble and roped off sections that remained
precarious. Experts trained to evaluate collapsed
buildings had checked the site. Spots for burying
“victims” had been selected with safety in mind.

the center of the bullding was de-
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Dhivision into teams

After the general safety briefing,
rescuers were divided into six 10
man teams, each with two dogs and
handlers, a trauma-trained doctor and
paramedic, firefighters and a team
leader. MNone had ever worked io-
gether before, Dogs and handlers
were paired from different units.

It was the job of firemen, medics
and dog handlers 1o quickly learn
each others' skills and methods of
working and figure out how (o infe-

When the stair-
way isgone....
Bruce Speer of
GS3D sends
“lsaac” tothe
second floor by
means of a
|adder A-frame.

an upper story if the stuirwa)

“her system and a ladder sHide. At

Al Station C, reseuers learned
some ways to evacuale victimes from
T 1 :hm'l
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this station, dog handlers had a
chance to raise their partners 1o the
second floor through a hole i the
ceiling, using a dog sling and a rope
system rigged from a ldder Aframe,

Station D was an Hlustration of
how mmporant it is for gearch dogs
{or other victimelocators) to pinpoint
where o dig through the mublle to
reach o trapped survivor. This was
the station of grunts aml sweal (and
angry resident vellowjackets). Dog
hiindlers traded off with firemen and
doctors in breaking through concrete




fioors with a sledgehammer and cut-
ting through rebar with bolt cutters.
Sumething they'd heard in one of the
classroom sessions came (o mind:
*The manpower needs are remen-
dous; it can take 100 hours per victim
i dig people out.”

Station E was communications,
Do handiers who feel perfectly at
ease in the woods, radimng mformea-
tion and plans to their feammates,
learmed they may have to make some

=, ". T il

coming up through the rubble, In his
own characteristic way, each dog sig-
naled the find— by scratching and
digging, barking or whining, and al
wavs with a madly wagging tail. The
lead handler would call for the sec-
ond dog to confirm the alert. Then it
was the task of firemen and medics
b reach the “survivar,” stabilize- him
and carry him out in 8 litter. Mean-
while, the dogs were nding a sec-

ond anmd then @ third “wictim.” Every

A hardhat’s better than o pillow af all Disaster work i3 very taxing for o
edag. "Rooy" lakes a broak affer the search exercise,

adjusiments to make radio contact

when they're crawling on their beflies

Station H

But we skipped Station B. Thai
was the south wing of the ward buikd-
ing, the search and rescue drll. Was
anyone hidden under that jumble of
concrele and rebar?

Dogs and handlers went into ac-
tion. The lead handier sized up the
rubble wnd asked Tor a coupbe of ob-
gervers — uspally the second han-
dler and a firemin — who positioned
themselves where they had a good
view of the site, Their job was to
watch for hazards and for alects by
the dog, and o make sure the whole
site was searched. As handlers
picked their way over the precarious
Tooting, they were grajeful for the
secand and third pairs of eves,

It didn’l lake long. Within sec
onds the doe caurht human scent

men and medics were equally enthu
slastic about the drll. “Closest thing
I've seen to a disaster without being
in the real thing.” “Tremendous activ-
ity with the search and the dogs.”

A handler commented, “1 really
appreciated the chance to work as a
member of the team, leaming aboot
ghoring and breaching walls and all
the other things I've always said “but
that's not my job.”™

From a team leader; “Nobody
knew each other before, but we
achieved a tremendous camaraderie.
I'd like 1o take that team fo the next
iizaster,”

And how did the “victims" feel
ahout the whole thing? At debriefing,
one exclaimed, *1 love those doga! As
soon as 1 heard (hal breathing, 1
knew the dog wouldn't leave me,
even if the handler tried toocall him
away. Mot one of them ever 160l me
until [ was Tound.™




